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How to Get a Job in Journalism – Guide and Ideas

1. Employee referral is always your best chance

Personal referrals count for more new hires than any other recruitment method, across all 

industries. In competitive fields (such as journalism) they often count for more than 80% of 

all new hires! You need to meet people in person to have a chance to get a real referral. Sure, 

social media can help, but they are only a waste of time unless you use them to find (or 

create) opportunities to meet the people who could potentially help you. 

2. Conferences, competitions, golf courses, media events

Local tennis or golf tournament for media representatives and journalists. Small 

photography/film festival where journalists/photographers form the board of judges. 

Workshops and seminars for aspiring journalists and creators, where established pros lead the 

lectures and sessions. These are your opportunities to meet people, network, build new 

connections or strengthen existing one. And also places when your social media 

“relationship” can serve you as an ice-breaker, as something you can point to while 

introducing yourself.

3. Traditional way of getting a journalism job

If you decide to apply in a traditional way–which consists in looking for job offers and 

sending great job applications, you have to send many of them. Job search is a game of 

numbers. Approach places that advertise vacancies for journalists, but approach also places 

that do not advertise anything. 

The key is to customize your message for every recipient. You can try with humor, you can 

try with a piece of writing that would fit their publication, you can try to refer them to 

something on your website/online portfolio.

If you send the same type of message everybody else does, you won’t get far. Try to be 

different. Try to awaken some emotions in them. They should feel an urge to at least reply 

once they get your message...

Source and more information: https://interviewpenguin.com/how-to-get-a-job-in-

journalism/
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